Pursues hospital contract ...

Inland Imaging
eyes desert heat

Radiology concern enters Phoenix, evaluates Las Vegas

By Kim Crompton

OF THE JoumrmaL oF Busmess

Inland Imaging, the
Spokane area’s largest
provider of radiology ser-
vices, has taken initial
steps to enter the fast-
growing Phoenix market,
and is considering expan-
ding into also-hot Las
Vegas, says top executive
Steve Duvoisin.

In Phoenix, it has
hired a radiologist and
formed two companies,
Desert Imaging Assoc-
iates PS5 and Desert Imag-
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and to operate imaging
centers jointly with an undisclosed hospital
system, Duvoisin says.

Inland Imaging hopes to have a contract
in place with that hospital system within
the next few months and to open its first
imaging center there, on a new hospital

campus, within about 18 months, he says,
He envisions that it will develop four or five
imaging centers in the Phoenix area in the
coming years, and says the hospital system
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Imagings Also is looking fo expand
in Seaftle area, where it already has centers
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that Inland Imaging is working with plans
to build four new hospitals in the Phoenix
area over the next six years.

“As far as starting up, in Phoenix we're
probably 70 percent there. In Las Vegas,
we're probably 5 percent there,” he says.

Separately, Inland Imaging is looking
to expand its presence in the Seartle area,
where it operates one outpatient imaging
center and provides radiology services to
two multispeclalty clinics. Duvoisin de-
clines to elaborate on those plans, except
to say that Inland Imaging intends to part-
ner with unnamed health-care providers
there and expects some of that expansion
to occur over the next 12 to 18 months.

“The key in all this growth is that we
keep our focus on Spokane, what we're
doing here,” because this is where the
company continues to generate by far the
biggest share of its revenue, he says,

Inland Imaging had record revenues of
between $50 million and $60 million last
year, and currently is growing at a rate of
about 5 percent annually, Duvoisin says
its billings have been rising at a much
faster rate, but its collections have been
impeded by a continuing deterioration in
insurance reimbursement rates.

The Inland Imaging enterprise includ-
es four entities that collectively employ
more than 500 people. They are Inland
Imaging LLC, Inland Imaging Associates
PS, Inland Imaging Management Inc.,
and Duvoisin & Associates LLC.

Inland Imaging LLC employs about
300 people and operates four outpatient
imaging centers in the Spokane area and
the one in Seattle, Its largest imaging cen-
ter, a recently expanded facility at Holy

Family Hospital, now is seeing about 500
patients a day.

Inland Imaging Associates is the med-
ical practice, which includes 52 radiolo-
gists and five vascular surgeons. It pro-
vides services not only through the imag-
ing centers here, but also to 12 rural hos-
pitals across the Inland Northwest and to
the Seattle clinics.

It currently is interpreting more than
600,000 patient studies a year. Those stud-
ies are collections of internal body images
gathered using technologies such as com-
puted tomography, magnetic-resonance
imaging (MRI), ultrasound, nuclear med-
icine, and fluoroscopy.

Inland Imaging Management, an
umbrella entity owned by some of the
radiologists, owns Inland Imaging LLC
jointly with Sacred Heart Medical Center
and Holy Family Hospital. It also owns
the Inland Imaging centers at 525 5. Cow-
ley and at 12420 E. Mission in Spokane
Valley, as well as Duvoisin & Associates,

Duvoisin & Associates is the managing
company for Inland Imaging LLC and
Inland Imaging Management. It handles
business functions such as billing,
accounting, operations management,
information systems, and strategic plan-
ning, and employs about 150 people.

It occupies the entire 18,000-square-
foot third floor of the Riverpoint One
Building, at 501 N. Riverpoint Blvd., but
will move July 1 into two buildings at 801
5. Stevens that have a total of about 30,000
square feet of office space and formerly
housed the headquarters of Itronix Corp.
Inland Imaging Management disclosed
last month that it had agreed to buy those
buildings for about $3.3 million.

Duvoisin & Associates will provide






